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PATRICK WOLFE

In Traces of History: Elementary 
Structures of Race, Patrick Wolfe 
charts the persistence of colonial 
domination into the so-called ‘post’-

colonial present, demonstrating how contemporary regimes of race 
continue to reproduce, reconstitute and preserve the historical 
relationships of inequality into which European colonizers initially 
coopted conquered populations. At once both a new methodology 
for comparative colonial studies and a new, historical-materialist 
account of race, this book presents a co-ordinated set of studies 
of the racialization of Aboriginal people in Australia, of African 
Americans in the USA, of Jews in Central Europe, and of both 
Blacks and Natives in Brazil, concluding with sustained compara-
tive case studies of the shifting racial character of European settler 
colonialism as practiced on Indians in the USA and on Arab-Jews 
in Israel/Palestine, an integrated comparative procedure that 

enables us to identify the common features of Western 
colonial strategy and, on that basis, to develop self-
determining alternatives to the imperialist world order.
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